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XXIX. ACCOUNT 

OP COPPER COINS, POUND IN MEDPORD, MASSACHUSETTS ; 

In a letter to Hon. John Quincy Adams^ Esq, Corresponding Secretary 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

By Rev. THADDEUS MASON HARRIS, p. a- a. 



Dorchester, Nov. 5, 1808. 
DEAR SIR, 

PERMIT me through you to make the following communicatioa 
to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

In the spring of the year 1787, as going from Cambridge to Mal- 
cjen, I passed some people at work on the highway in Medford, who, 
in widening the road,, had removed a large flat stone, under which they 
found a number of square copper coins, to the quantity I should judge 
of about two quarts. I took several of them myself ; and on my re- 
turn mentioned the discovery to several of my friends, who procured 
nxore. 

I had hoped that a circumstance so curious would have attracted 
more attention, and that some learned antiquarian would have com- 
municated to the public his observations upon the coin. As this has 
not been done, and lest the fact itself should be quite forgotten, I 
make this statement. 

The coins were mostly square ; but some of them of the shape 
and size of Fig. 15. The others are represented in Fig. 16. Fig. 
17 is the same magnified, with the exergue and the characters com> 
pleted by a comparison of several of the coins, on which the stamp was 
more regulai' and central.. 



196 Mr. Harris* account of copper coins. 

They all bear the same stamp, on thin copper plate, cut, or rather 
broken into square pieces, with rough edges ; and are considerably 
corroded by rust. 

I have searched all the books of coins and medals in the College 
Library, but can find none, which contain any in the least resembling 
these. There is however in the ** Histori-Geographical description of 
Russia, Siberia, and Great Tartary, by Philip John von Strahlenburg,'^ 
page 406, Tab. xxi, letter A, the figure of a coin, which I have copi- 
ed, Fig. 18, in si^e, shape, and impression so similar, as to demand 
some attention* He says, that " it was found in Great Tartary," that 
" the characters were presented to the public as a great rarity by M, 
Bandelot," and that the print and description of it was first pub* 
lished in the German tongue in a book, entitled " Das eroefFnete Rit- 
ter Platz, (im andern Theii des geoeffiieten Antiquitaten Zimmers,") 
page 76. 

If America was first peopled by emigrations from Siberia and Tar» 
tary, as may be inferred from the square and circular ramparts and co- 
nical sepulchral mounds^ scattered through the whole Western Territo- 
ry down to Mexico and Peru, exactly similar in form., dimensions^ and 
contents to those described by M. Pallas and other travellers into the 
northern parts of the Russian empire, raised by nations no longer 
known there, and evidences of their having inhabited and traversed re- 
gions now become immense forests 5 and from inscriptions on rocks on 
the banks of the Ohio and at Taunton, very like to those on the Jene^ 
sei, delineated by Strahlenburg ; — may we not trace this ancient coin 
to the same source ? But this I leave to further investigation, and 
Subscribe myself with much respect^ 

your friend and humble servant^ 

THADDEUS MASON HARRia 
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